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Día de los Muertos Altars Exhibition 
October 7-November 13, 2011
Contact: Claudia Zapata, Mexic-Arte Museum
Tel: (512) 480-9373 x83, exhibitions@mexic-artemuseum.org
Registration Deadline: Friday, September 2, 2011



In conjunction with the 28th annual celebration of El Día de los Muertos the Mexic-Arte Museum is seeking artists, community groups, and individuals to create unique commemorative altars for display in the Mexic-Arte Museum galleries. Altars will be on view from October 7-November 13, 2011 and during the Museum’s annual Viva la Vida festival on October 22, 2011. 

If your altar is selected you will be notified via e-mail or phone no later than September 9, 2011. 
Please review and return the attached application to be included in this year’s exhibition and festivities. 

GENERAL RULES AND GUIDELINES:

· Must submit this Registration Form, along with either a preliminary sketch or mockup of proposed designed or digital photo not to exceed 800 x 600 kb (if available) of the altar concept, by Friday, September 2, at noon.

· If approved, participant(s) will be assigned and provided a 4' x 8' floor space. 

· Altars can be set up as early as September 26 must be completed no later than October 6; must be disassembled immediately following the closing of the exhibit on November 14 (between 10 AM-6 PM). If participant is not present at disassembly, the Museum will disassemble the altar. Note: Items will not be saved.

· Candles CANNOT be lit. (NO OPEN FLAME); Items on altar cannot be nailed or drilled into the wall; No candles glass or sharp objects on the floor, no aerosol, matches, flammable liquids; remove or otherwise protect all sharp edges or corners of mirrors, enclosures, glass and metal plates; keep all food packaged or wrapped.

· The Museum discourages the inclusion of valuables and original photos due to a large crowd; altars may not be fully guarded.

· Participants are responsible for supplying all necessary materials and tools for altar assembly. 


MEXIC-ARTE MUSEUM IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR STOLEN OR DAMAGED ITEMS.
Mexic-Arte Museum reserves the right to oversee & deny participation in the Exhibition or any aspect of Viva la Vida Fest, to any person or group that is not in accordance with the Museum’s mission or Texas Penal Code - Section 43.21.

ABOUT DIA DE LOS MUERTOS
Celebrated in Mexico on November 1 and 2 (in connection with the Catholic holy days of All Saints' Day and All Souls' Day), Día de los Muertos is a historically rich tradition fusing Pre-Columbian and Catholic customs. For many Latin American countries, it is a time to honor and greet the departed as they make their journey back to be with the living each year. These days are a time for families and friends to gather in celebration of life and death. The circle of life, rather than loss and sorrow, is embraced.

Starting as early as summer, preparations for the traditional ofrenda (altar) begin, and money is set aside to provide for goods to be purchased for the altar and celebration. Flowers, such as marigolds, along with traditional pan de muertos (bread of the dead) decorate many of the community altars. The local cemetery is refreshed with new coats of paint, and graves are cleaned up. What starts as a month-long preparation of saving money and collecting objects for altars, culminates in a spiritual celebration, as families gather, pray by candlelight, sing, and laugh, enjoying the visit of their loved one through the night. Food believed to be kissed by the departed is eaten, candles are blown out, and life goes back to normal until next year, when the departed will once again return.

ABOUT THE ALTAR (OFRENDA)
The goal of constructing an altar, or ofrenda, is to honor and welcome back the soul of the deceased person. An altar may be dedicated to an individual or a group of people who have departed. Items on the altar should celebrate the spirit of the deceased in a way that encourages enjoyable memories.

How is the altar structured?
· Altars traditionally have three levels: (1) elements on the floor, (2) elements on a table or other elevated area, and (3) elements on a wall.
· For our exhibition, altar formats may be interpreted in traditional and/or contemporary ways. Altars can be viewed as multimedia works of art.
· Objects may be arranged around or over the levels of the altar—examples are a canopy, archway, or hanging from the ceiling. Important: Please do not include original or irreplaceable items. Also, please do not include items on your altar that are easily removable. They should be securely fastened to your piece.
· Traditionally, flowers and flower petals are often arranged to lead people to the altar. If you choose to add flowers, please keep in mind that these need to be cared for and contained in some way.

Traditional Altars include many of the following elements:
· Fresh flowers or flower petals, typically marigolds or other yellow or orange flowers. Known as cempasuchitl, the flowers of the dead make a path to the altar for the deceased’s soul.
· Papel picado, or cut tissue-paper banners, with images of skeletons and flowers.
· Photographs of the deceased person or other representative objects that tell the story of the deceased. Please only use COPIES of photographs.
· Toys, trinkets, and items that represent or were owned/favored by the deceased.
· Fragrant herbs, in particular sage, sweetgrass, or copal, to purify the altar, represent spirit and guide the soul through scent.
· Icons, retablos, rosaries or other religious symbols or objects as appropriate.
· Figurines of skeletons or skulls, such as sugar skulls or paper mache skeletons.
· Pan de Muertos (bread of the dead), traditional Mexican bread baked for the occasion, is found in many Mexican panaderías (bakeries) throughout the month October.

Contemporary/Non-Traditional Altars might incorporate the following items:
· Artistic elements–sculpture, paintings, fabric, text, video, music, string lights, etc. (note if video or music please provide own audio and visual equipment the Museum will only provide electrical outlets for your equipment)
· Non-traditional structure or design, such as an altar that is not made in three levels.
· The deceased commemorated in the altar does not need to be a relative but can be a celebrity, cultural icon, and historical figure. 
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	Viva la Vida Fest 2011 
Día de los Muertos Altars Exhibition 
October 22, 2011, 2-10 PM
Contact: Claudia Zapata, Mexic-Arte Museum
Tel: (512) 480-9373 x84, exhibitions@mexic-artemuseum.org
Registration Deadline: Friday, September 2, 2011


	Contact Information

	Name
	

	Company / Organization
	

	Street Address
	

	City / State / Zip
	

	Business Phone
	

	Mobile Phone
	

	Email Address
	

	Altar Description 

	Please tell us a little about yourself and who you have chosen to commemorate and why. You may attach a separate sheet for further explanation:



	Agreement and Signature
 Mexic-Arte Museum reserves the right to oversee and deny participation in the Día de los Muertos Altars Exhibition or any aspect of Viva la Vida Fest, to any person or group that is not in accordance with the Museum’s mission or in violation of Texas Penal Code - Section 43.21.

I have read and agree to the above stated 2011 Día de los Muertos Altars Exhibition Guidelines. I agree not to hold Mexic-Arte Museum accountable for any accidents or incidents that may result from my participation. I am also fully aware that I will be entering an event where photography, video, and audio recording may occur. By submitting this form, I and/or the organization I am representing waive all rights to any claims for payment or royalties, and I understand that a likeness of me, or any of the individuals in my organization, may be used for promotion purposes. 

	Signature (initial if submitting by email)
	

	Date
	



Email form to exhibitions@mexic-artemuseum.org, Fax to (512) 480-8626
Or Mail to Mexic-Arte Museum, ATTN: Viva la Vida, PO Box 2273, Austin TX 78768
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